Abolition and Disease
A similar inquiry was also made in Sweden, with a view to determining how many persons were under treatment for infectious venereal disease January 31, 1905. A questionnaire was sent to 1,264 physicians, of whom 1,181 replied.40 The Swedish and Prussian figures are set side by side in the following table :41
SWEDEN   (JAN 31,  1905)           PRUSSIA (APR. 30, 1900)
Soft                                              Soft
Syph. chancre  Gon.                        Syph. chancre Gon.
Stockholm (pop.                             Berlin .........23.6   5.8     53.2
317,964)    -----23.      1.2     31.2   Seventeen cities
Goteborg    (pop.                                 of  more  than
138,030)    -----15.6   1.4     18.9      100,000 inhab..i7.8   3.5     32.6
Malmo      (pop.)                              Forty-two   cities
70,797).  ......14-4   3-1     28.6       30-100,000 ...10.8   i.9     19.6
Norrkdping                                     Whole  King-
(pop. 44,378). 11.3   0.3      16.8        dom   ........5.1    i.i       9.9
Whole Kingdom.........3.6   0.3       5.4
A more definife impression is obtainable regarding the incidence of venereal disease in European armies: do the curves thus arrived at throw any light on the issue between regulation and abolition? The subjoined graph (Fig. IT) embodies the official statistics of the war offices of Europe from 1881 to 1905.
At   first   sight,   the  graph  might  be   interpreted   as a conclusive argument in behalf of regulation.    But careful  consideration entirely changes its significance.    In the first place, the earlier or more unfavorable English statistics are stated to be altogether unreliable.    It is indeed on the face of the matter impossible to credit anything like  the precipitous  decline depicted.    Moreno To the Prussian blank it is stated only 63.45% of the physicians applied to responded.   Report, Sivedish Coin., Vol. Ill, p. i. ^ Ibid., pp. 15-10.     ;
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